Crescent Valley Alliance

The Crescent Valley Alliance was just named “Organization of the Year” by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife.  Jeff Koenings, Director WDFW, presented the award to some of the founding members of the Crescent Valley Alliance in an award ceremony held in Olympia, WA.  According to Chuck Meacham, one of the founding members of the Alliance accepting the award, “this was a wonderful surprise and a tremendous honor for our new group and the residents of Gig Harbor, especially considering all the other excellent organizations that have been very active for many more years than has the Alliance.”
The Alliance, a grass roots organization located in Gig Harbor, WA, is dedicated to encouraging responsible stewardship of the Crescent Valley watershed through education, communication, and cooperation with government and private landowners. 
Current activities include efforts to: register 150 Backyard wildlife habitats with the National Wildlife Federation, certify two parks as wildlife sanctuaries, establish and maintain two public demonstration gardens, and to collect water and wildlife data for an accurate, science-based portrait of the Crescent Valley watershed. 
Crescent Valley Alliance was formed by Gig Harbor and Crescent Valley residents in the fall of 2006 as a result of a “BioBlitz” wildlife survey that demonstrated the area comprises one of the most pristine, biologically rich watersheds in Pierce County.  A BioBlitz is a rapid biological inventory of all species in a designated area taken over 24 hours.  The BioBlitz was very successful with over 40 professional and citizen scientists pairing up to document hundreds of wildlife locations.

Community members who participated in the BioBlitz and subsequent community 

meetings officially formed the Crescent Valley Alliance over the summer and 

fall of 2006.  The alliance is an example of dedicated community members 

working to secure a future for people and wildlife in Washington State.

 The Alliance partners with a number of groups including the National Wildlife Federation, PenMet Parks, Harbor WildWatch, Pierce County, the City of Gig Harbor, and others.
CVA Contacts:  Lucinda Wingard, 253-858-3647 or Chuck Meacham, 253-858-9388
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